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win 4 majpor coniract which could be worth
iens of millions of pounds o the region and
lead to more jobs,

Chamblers 15 working with a Saudi
Arabia-based client o source goods and
materials from the UK and mamland
Europe

While unable to mame the company,
Chamblers said i1 is ene of only a handful
of wading houses approved by the Saudi
povernmenl and specialises in cagincenng
and mainenance, repals and operation
equipiment and malenals,

“Unul now 1t has been domng 15 shop-
ping mainly in the LIS, but we have hesn
ablz to demonstrate not only that we can
sorce all of their clients’ requirements in
the Mosth-cast but we are more than a
malch in erms of being cost-compelilive
and responding rapadly o inquines.”

"Mt ix :mpuuih-le te predict the eventual
value of the contmacl, bul poentally, we
are talking about tens of millions of
pounds worth of goods and matenials,

“The first order we sourced was for
three high-specification indusirial vehicles
with loading capabilines, valued a1 abouwt
£ 150,000 each.®

Mr Chamblers said the contract could
see Chamblers” workforce of three growing
to five bul added thal there could ke a lot of
spin-off jobs for other companics in the
supply chain.

New chance for oil
SUCCEesS

Companies operating in the ol and gas
afishors sector have had a very difficalt
trading period over the recent past.

Their raditional market opporianities,
known as the United Kingdom Contnental
Shelf (UKCS), had largely become a
MIlure province, mMeaning in |.l].'mln'q:
lermse that the larger reservoirs of hydroe-
carbon respurces were being depleted in a
planmed manner, resulliBg in oo RS ploj-
eCls,

Drilling exploration was aleo al recond

lowr bevels and without the discovery of

BACKG

ON
INESS

Certified Bookkeepers
Come With A Guarantee

(NAPS)—To paraphrase For-
rest Gump, hiring a bookkeeper is
like a box of chocolates: You never
know what you’re going to get.
That’s because anyone can say,
“I’'m a bookkeeper.”

You can, however, hire a book-
keeper certified by the American
Institute of Professional Book-
keepers (AIPB), the national asso-
ciation for bookkeepers.

“You can sleep at night knowing that
your business is in competent hands”
—AIPB co-president Steve Sahlein

To become certified, a book-
keeper must:

e pass three exams at Prometric
(formerly Sylvan) test centers in
adjusting entries, error correction,
depreciation, payroll and inventory;
e have two years’ on-the-job
experience (same as CPAs);

e sign and perform according to
a code of ethics; and

e maintain skills and knowledge
with continuing professional edu-
cation every year.

More than 30 colleges and
universities offer courses to prepare
students for the exam.

The Bureau of Labor Statistics’
Occupational Outlook Handbook
predicts that certified bookkeepers
“will have the best job prospects.”

“Having a Certified Bookkeeper
usually pays for itself in reduced
bills from your CPA,” says AIPB
co-president Steve Sahlein. “And
you can sleep at night knowing that
your business is in competent
hands.”

A free booklet, The Certified
Bookkeeper Program, can be
downloaded at www.aipb.org.

new fields leading to physical projects, job
creation handly had a chance.

Winess the closure of both the
Oilebhrecht S1P angd Kvaerner Yande on the
Tees, which once employed some 5,000
men hetween them, Add o thiz the supply
chain within Tess Yalley providing goods
and services inte the yards conservatively
employed another 200K,

However, currently there is much sctiv-
iy withim the indusiry o0 reverse this
decline and we are now sesing & rapad
change in fortunes,

Under the leadership of the joine
Govermmeni-Indusiry  Task Force called
PILOT. the Morthern Offshore Federanon
[NOF) has bech wnri:jng wilhin a frame
work o h:]p sddress ureas of skill wansfens
o other markets.

These diversificauons fall under the
headings of expon menagement and
repcwable energy and are commenied
upon lakr.

Firstly however, within the UKCS
there are already new opporiuniliss diving
through from major changes in the twadi-
tanal rouses of field development.

Marginal fields, wsually smaller reser-
vairs previously thought teo cestly 1.
develop, have benefiied from new ech-
nmologies such as sub-sca e backs amd
Maating producton storage ofloading ves-
sels (FPS0s),

More recently however a new era of
idependent operators such as Burlingion
Resources and Apache have entered the
markel with new approaches o develop-
menld and project mamnagement, resulting
i.l'l |1m‘er cosl h!d:.'h

Alrcady we arc secing somc of the
aescis of the major operstors {BFR. Shell,
British Gas) ransfeming to new independ-
enis who are deiermined 0 succeed with
marginal developments and create job
opportunilics

On a differend scale the Canadian com-
pany Encana have already entered the
UKCS and re-commenced exploration
drilling. resulting in & substantial discovery
Mortheast of Aberdesn. This discovery has



